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II. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.: New Mexico Township: 43N Range: 9W

SE 
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22. Architectural style: Late Victorian

Building type:

23. Landscape or special setting features: This property is located on the north side of West Pacific Avenue in 

the block between Townsend and Davis Streets.

24. Associated buildings, features or objects:  N/A

IV.  ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
25. Date of construction: Estimate: 1899 Actual:

Source of information: San Miguel County Assessor records; Sanborn Insurance maps, February 1893 and 

December 1899.

26. Architect: Unknown

Source of information: N/A

27. Builder: Unknown

Source of information: N/A

28. Original owner: Thomas and Mary Seppa Thompson (possibly)

Source of information: Simmons, Laurie and Whitacre, Christine.  Historic Building Inventory Record, May 

1986.

29. Construction history:

San Miguel County Assessor records list 1899 as this house's year of construction.  This date is probably 

accurate as Sanborn Insurance maps provide corroborating evidence that the house was built sometime between 

February of 1893 and December of 1899.  An earlier inventory form for this property (prepared by Front Range 

Research Associates in May 1986), indicates that this building was a duplex, two-family dwelling, in its early 

years, but that the duplex addition was torn down in 1923.   The extant rear addition may have been built circa 

1992.  Town of Telluride Planning Department files contain references to a certificate of appropriateness (CA 

#4513) for an addition and secondary structure for this property in August 1992.  Kumpost and Associates is 

listed as the project's architect, with East-Coast Development as the contractor.  However, the addition as 

described in CA #4513 appears to have obvious differences with the house's addition as actually built.

30. Original location:
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35. Historical background:

The 1986 inventory form for this property (completed by Front Range Research Associates) relates that "as 

recently as 1978, this home was owned by Arvo Thompson, whose family had lived in the building since 1913."  

Arvo Thompson is quoted in the book Conversations at 9,000 Feet compiled by Davine Pera and published in 

2000.  According to this source, Arvo Thompson was born on December 25, 1908, to Thomas and Mary Seppa 

Thompson.  Among Telluride's immigrant Finnish population, Thomas and Mary had come to America separately 

in the late 1890s, and had met and married in Telluride in 1903.  According to an interview with Arvo Thompson in 

Conversations at 9,000 Feet, his mother, Mary Seppa Thompson came to America at age sixteen to avoid a 

marriage her parents had arranged for her in Finland.  She landed at Boston circa 1898, and eventually worked 

her way west to Telluride where she met and married Thomas Thompson who had been born in Finland in 1866.  

By 1908, three children had been born, and the Thompsons then managed to return to Finland to visit family.  

Arvo, their fourth child, was born during the voyage on Christmas day 1908, before the family once again 

returned to Telluride.  The Telluride Journal reported on the birth of another son, Herbert, on August 1, 1912: 

"Born this morning to Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Thompson of West Pacific Avenue, a bouncing baby boy."  Thomas 

Thompson apparently passed away sometime between that date and 1920, as the 1920 U.S. census lists Mary 

Thompson as a widow and head of the family.  According to the census, other members of the Thompson family 

in 1920 included: Lillian, a daughter, age 18; Tyyne [sp.?], a daughter, age 16; Vaino [sp.?], a son, age 13; Arvo, a 

son, age 11; Vino [sp.?], a daughter, age 9; and Herbert, a son, age 7.  The 1920 census also indicates that Mary 

Thompson was self-employed as a laundress, while her two oldest daughters were employed as telephone 

operators.  Arvo Thompson, who apparently lived in this house for much of his life, died in Montrose on 

December 28, 1992.

36. Sources of information:

Colorado

http://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/
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VI.SIGNIFICANCE

37. Local landmark designation: Yes No 
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43. Assessment of historic physical integrity related to significance:

This building displays a reasonably high standard of physical integrity, relative to the seven aspects of integrity 

as defined by the National Park Service and the Colorado Historical Society, Office of Archaeology and Historic 

Preservation - setting, location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling and association.   A modern addition 

(which replaced an earlier rear extension) diminishes the historic building's integrity to some extent.  This 

addition, though, is well-executed.  Its foundation, walls, and roof materials are compatible with the original 

building. Moreover, its roof line is somewhat lower than the original roof line, but continues with the same roof 

pitch.  As a result, this building continues to rate as a "supporting" resource within the Telluride National Historic 

Landmark District.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT

44. National Register eligibility field assessment: Not Individually Eligible

Local landmark eligibility field assessment: Eligible / Supporting to District

45. Is there National Register district potential? Yes 
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Sketch Map
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Location Map
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